Shandon Neighborhood Annual Meeting
March 10, 2014
Wesley United Methodist Church

Members in attendance: Caroline Clarkson, Ron Burns, Carla Moore, Andy Shlon, Jason Bobertz, Jesse Burke, Derek Gruner, Daniel Coble, Charles Appleby, Jane Key, Mary Greene

President Caroline Clarkson called the meeting to order, and the members of council introduced themselves. 

1. Dr. Belinda Gergel Award -- Dr. Nancy Freeman received the Dr. Belinda Gergel Award, which is presented annually to someone from the Neighborhood who is not on council who has made significant contributions to the neighborhood.  Dr. Freeman was recognized for her work in raising money for the new dog park and playground equipment at Emily Douglas Park. 

2. Homes for the Holiday Tour -- Georgia Anna Graham, Chairperson of the Homes for the Holidays Committee, Presented checks in the amount of $1600 each to the Principals of the 4 Neighborhood Schools.  Over 300 people attended the tour this year, even with bad weather the weekend of the tour.  The principals of the 4 schools made brief remarks:
a. AC Moore Elementary will use their contribution to expand their STEAM program for technology and math. 
b. Rosewood Elementary will use their funds to enhance and enrich their education opportunities, to include increased technology and video equipment.  
c. Hand Middle School will use their funds to expand their technology program through the use of I-Pads.  
d. Dreher High School will use their funds to promote Academic Literacy by purchasing books and materials to expand the High School Exit Exam after school program. 

3. Public Safety -- Officer Haas reported there has been an increase in furniture thefts from porches, as well as Auto Break-ins.  He reminded residents to keep their cars locked at night and take valuables inside.  Captain Sharpe asked for neighborhood cooperation during the St. Patricks Day Festival, and that they would have extra Patrols Cars on the perimeters of the neighborhood. 

4. Public Officials – 
a. Senator Courson had a family conflict but had addressed the council meeting in January. 
b. Representatives James Smith and Kirkman Finley were detained by budget debate in the House of Representatives
c. County Councilman Seth Rose spoke on county issues
i. The closing of the Adult Clubs on Broad River Road and the removal of signs
ii. Rosewood will be getting a 1 to 1.5 mile trail through the Gills Creek Watershed near Owens field
iii. Elections Commission.  Not currently under the authority of the Richland County Council, although they are required to fund it by a formula, which required $500K increase this year.   Councilman Rose called for immediate reform and to turn the local election commissions over to the State Election Commission. 
iv. Penny sales tax – They have started the selection process over to determine company that will manage the proceeds from the county 30 % will go to improving the bus system county wide. 
v. Councilman Rose closed by saying what an honor it is to serve the district. 

d. City Councilman Moe Baddourah spoke on issues impacting City Council Distirct 3.  	
i. Sims Park will be getting new playground equipment
ii. The Storm Drainage work should be completed by late summer.  
iii. On the issue of the proposed baseball stadium, his two biggest concerns were who to pay for it, and what other groups would suffer from losing that money if it is directed from other parks and recreations projects.  
iv. On the matter of hiring a new Chief of Police, he indicated there could be an announcement the following day.  
v. Edisto Courts has continued with the clean-up from the Nuclear Laundry located on that sight.  
vi. He also mentioned staff from the City of Columbia was there to assist with High or unusual water Bills. 

e. Representative James Smith arrived from legislative session.  
i. He indicated he works closely with members of City and County Council to accomplish things for the district. 
ii. The House passed version of the State Budget under funds public education by $5000 Million, and Local Government by $70 Million.  They are working to restore funding for these two areas.  
iii. He indicated the Richland County Legislative Delegation had introduced a Bill to turn the oversight and accountability of the County election commission over to the State.  39 counties in the State were incorrect in the way they handled the consolidation of their two agencies.  They are trying to get a new legal board established. 
iv. He said he appreciated representing the neighborhood. 
f. Councilman Cameron Runyon
i. He discussed his proposal to turn the City of Columbia Police Department over to the Richland County Sheriff’s Department.  If this process moved forward he would like to see community forums held for input. 
ii. He discussed the proposed Baseball stadium
1. USC would be conducting a cost benefit analysis.  When asked about the possibility of using the USC baseball stadium he indicated there was no interest on the part of USC in engaging in that partnership. 
2. They expect attendance at all events to be between 250,000 to 500,000 per year. 
3. He said there was a lot of “confused” information out there.  That the cost from the Hospitality dollars would be $29 Million, and that money is statutorily limited as to how it can be spent.   
4. Hardball Capital is responsible for the other $9 Million until certain bench marks are met. 

5. Reports
a. Minutes were adopted – Motion by Jason Bobertz, second by Jane Key
b. Tresaurer’s Report – Jane Key
i. Cash on Hand is $14,327.52
ii. We have only paid for 3 editions of the newsletter
iii. The costs of the tree lighting and Neighborhood signs were paid for in 2014. 
c. Newsletter  -- Mary Greene
i.  Deadline for Articles to Julie Ruff for inclusion is April 1
d. Communications – Charles Appleby and Carla Moore
i. Website is doing well
ii. Facebook – Good tool for positive communications about the neighborhood, but can be abused at times.  We need to look for ways to make sure it positively portrays living in Shandon
e. Turkey Trot – Ashley Gwin
i. Need more Volunteers to serve on the Committee
f. Signage – Daniel Coble
i. 50 signs have been ordered, some will be available for sale in the neighborhood
ii. Jessie Burke will work with Daniel to help determine locations for maximum visibility.  
iii. The Council will have to buy the brackets but the City will pay for installation. 
g. Easter Egg Hunt – Jason Bobertz
i. Saturday, April 19 at Emily Douglas Park
ii. Coffee and Light Breakfast will be provided for those helping to set up
iii. Easter Bunny will be making an appearance
iv. Need something to take over the Easter Egg Hunt for next year

6. Old business 
a. Underground Utilities – Jack McKenzie
i. The Columbia Tree and Appearance Commission is petitioning the city to begin a matching program with SCE&G to begin burying the Utility lines in the City
ii. The City now requires underground lines in new development
iii. The motion was made by Mary Greene and Seconded by Ron Burns to adopt the resolution as follows

Resolution

WHEREAS power and other utility cables within the City of Columbia are largely suspended above-ground between utility poles;

WHEREAS, routing these utility cables below ground and removing the utility poles will result in, among others, the following benefits to the City of Columbia, its residents, landowners, and businesses:

1.            It will improve safety by moving power cables from their currently-exposed locations into contained and enclosed spaces; 

2.            It will increase the reliability of our City’s power, data, and communications infrastructure, particularly during extreme weather events such as ice storms and hurricanes;

3.            It will benefit the aesthetic beauty of our streetscapes and other areas currently occupied by cables and poles;

4.            It will create a demonstrable increase in the value of surrounding improved and unimproved property, increasing the City’s tax base;

5.            It will increase the willingness of businesses to invest in the city through new and expanded facilities, increasing the City’s tax base;

6.            The removal of utility poles will enhance the City’s pedestrian and bicycling resources and provide economically favorable opportunities to enhance the City’s pedestrian and bicycling infrastructure;

7.            It will allow the City to plant and nurture more shade trees and improve long-term tree growth, which, itself, causes many benefits such as a. cleaner air; b. cooling shade for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and adjacent buildings c. reduced noise level; d. increased habitat for birdlife; f. decreased/more controlled storm water runoff, which improves water quality ; and g. greater overall natural beauty

8.            It will provide employment for companies and their employees who design and complete the work; and

9.            It will place Columbia on an even footing with the many other cities nationwide who are and have been engaging in similar utility cable burial projects. 

WHEREAS, in order to derive these and other benefits, it is imperative that the City immediately embark upon a systematic, committed public program to eliminate above-ground utility cables and poles within the entire municipality and have those utility cables buried below-surface;

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the City pass ordinances, enter into agreements, and take other appropriate action to obtain and set aside annual funding and enter into an enforceable public commitment for the sole and express purpose of a phased elimination of all above-ground utility cables and poles within the City of Columbia and have those utility cables buried below-surface.

The motion was adopted on a voice vote. 

b. St. Patricks Day – Amy Beth Franks, 5 points Association
i. New Festival Hours will be from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m
ii. Barricades in the neighborhood will be erected between 5 am and 6 am and will be manned by City of Columbia police officers
iii. Barricade maps are available on their website
iv. Route for “Run to the Green” is available on website also to show which streets will be closed. 
v. Shuttles will run every 20 minutes from the Koger Center and Capitol City Stadium. 
vi. New Policy this year – no re-entry without buying a new ticket.  

7. New Business 	
a. City of Columbia Water Bills – Missy Gentry, Assistant City Manager.  Other City Employees – Joey Jaco, Angie Adams, James Johnson
i. There have been some misunderstandings about the Water Bills. The City will provide assistance on how to read your meter and understand your Bill
ii. The City wants to be customer friendly and pro-active
iii. Spikes can sometimes be caused by leaks, the City is not responsible for leaks between the Main line and your house. 
iv. The City may delay re-reading your meter if there is less than one week from a regular reading
v. The Customer Care Office number 803 545 3300 is manned from 7:30 am until 11:30 pm.  
vi. The regular office hours are 8:30 am to 5:00 p.m. 
vii. There is a 24 hour emergency line also
viii. Residential Meters are read manually every month.  They only read the white numbers and round to the closest 100 cubic feet
ix. If Bill says EST, then your meter was estimated
x. They will come out and clean your water box that holds the meter if requested

b. Big Brothers/Big Sisters
i. Tina Conduri asked the neighborhood to support a team of 5 for the Big Brothers/Big Sisters fundraiser
ii. Carla Moore made the motion we support a Shandon team, seconded by Jason Bobertz.  Amount of support to be determined. 

c. Shandon Neighborhood Council Turnover
i. Caroline Clarkson thanked the outgoing members: Betsy Beach, Jason Bobertz, Ryan Causey, and Carla Moore
ii. Charles Appleby and Derek Gruner were re-elected to the Council
iii. George Crouch, Kelly Scott Hines, Deborah Thomas and Rachel Vail were elected to the Council – Motion by Andy Shlon, seconded by Derek Gruner.  Adopted on a vote of all those attending the Annual meeting

8. Open Discussions and Announcements
a. SNC Officers for 2014-2015
i. Ron Burns, President
ii. Charles Appleby, President Elect
iii. Jane Key, Treasurer
iv. Still need a Secretary


[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 


